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ACCOUNT of the ISLAND of MALTA. 


[From the Volume accompanying Captain Chauchard’s Maps, 
juft published. } 


ALTA is an ifland between Sicily and the coaft of 

Africa, twenty-one miles in length, and ten in breadth. 
It is very rocky, yielding little corn and wine, but, on the 
other hand, great quantities of cotton and fruit. The coral- 
fifhery on the coaft is pretty confiderable. There is but a 
fingle {pring of frefh water on the whole illand. The lan- 
guage of the country people is bad Arabic, but the inhabi- 
tants of the towns {peak lialian. Its chief town is Valetta, 
which is a very ftrong fortification between two harbours 
and the caftle of St. Elmo; it is the refidence of the Grand 
Mafter of the ifland of Malta, was built in 1966, and named 
after the then Grand Mafter, John dela Valette. It contains 
a great number of convents both for monks and nuns, a 
tribunal of the inquifition, and is the fee of a Bithop. 
The number of its inhabitants is computed at twenty 
thoufand. 

The iiland of Malta, with the two fmaller ones of Gozo 
and Comieno, belongs to an order of knights inftituted at.the 
commencement of the twelfth century, at Jerufalem, by the 
weftern Chriftians, the members of which wereat firft called 
Knights Hofpitallers, or Knights of St. John, becaufe it was 
their duty to attend pilgrims in the hofpital ere€ted by mer- 
chants of Amalfi, together with a chapel confecrated to 
St. John. To this duty they foon added another, namely, 
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that of accompanying and proteéting pilgrims from the at- 
tacks of robbers and enemies; and at length the members 
of this fociety were divided into three claffes, called knights, 
chaplains, and fervants at arms. The firft performed mili. 
tary fervices, the fecond executed the ecclefiaftical fun@tions, 
and the third took care of pilgrims and of the fick (amongf 
whom at that time was a great number affli&ted with 
leprofy).. Being expelled out of Paleftine, and finally from 
St. Jean d’Acre, by the Mahometans, they maintained pof- 
feflion of the ifland of Cyprus, till the commencement of 
the thirteenth century, when they were obliged to remove to 
Rhodes, till, in 1522, they were likewife driven from thence 
by the Turkith Emperor Soliman I. After this, they went 
firft to Candia, and then partly to Venice, Rome, Viterbo, 
bit ‘principally to~Nicé, Villa Franca; and Syracufe in 
Sicily, till, in 1530, the Emperor Charles V. gave them the 
ifland of Malta, together with the two {maller ones, as a fief 
oi the Kingdom of Sicily; whence they are now called 
Knights of Malta. In this new fituation, in 1565, they 
were attacked by a powerful Turkifharmy, which was, how- 
ever, compelled to retire with great lofs. 

The order is divided: into eight nations, or tongues, namely 
that of Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, Arragon, Ger- 
many, Caftile, and England. Provence had the firft place, 
becaufe Gerard, the founder of the order, was of that 
country. The Englifh nation, which has been feparated 
from the order fince 1537, was, in 1781, replaced with the 
Bavarian, founded by the Eleétor Charles Theodore. The 
poffeflions of the order, which were greatly increafed by the 
fuppreflion of the Knights Templars, at the commencement 
of the fourteenth century, fuffered a great diminution in 
thofe couniries which embraced the doétrines of the refor- 
mation. Of late years, befides the Bavarian inititution, 
they obtained an addition by the eflablifhment of the grand 
priory of Oftrog, in Poland; and; in 1777, ‘the order of 
St. Anthony, with all its pofleffions, was united with that of 
Malta. 

The head of this order is fiyled Grand Matter of the 
Holy Hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, and guardian of 
the poorol Jefus Chritt. By foreign powers he is entitled 
Altezza Eminentiflima, and has the rank of a Prince. Next 
to him the principal officers are the heads of the eight nations. 
Atier them come the priors, the chief of whom 3s the 
Grand Prior of Germany, who isa Prince of the Emp:re. 

The 
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The mafters of the order, in Brandenburgh, Saxony, and 
Pomerania, are in fome degree fubjcét to him. 

The knights, properly fo called, muft all be of noble ex- 
traction. The obligation of the knights to make at ~leaft 
three crufades againft the Turks and Barbary corfairs, is not 
very ftriétly obferved. The naval force of the order was, in 
1770, compofed of four gallies, three galliots, four fhips of 
60 guns, a frigate of 36, and feveral {mall veffels. 

The knights follow the rules of the Auguftines, bind 
themfelves by a vow to poverty, obedience, and chaftity (by 
which, however, in the Mafterfhip of Brandenburg, where 
the knights are Proteftants, is not underftood a fingle life, but 
fidelity to the marriage-bed). In time of war they wear a 
red belt, with a filver coloured crofs; but in peace they have 
a long black cloak, with an eight-cornered white crofs onthe 
left. fide, and one of gold on the breaft. In1798, the 
Knights of Malta gave up that ifland to the French under 
Bonaparte, on his way to Egypt. 





ON BIOGRAPHY. 
By Dr. Burney. 


T isby fuch minute degrees that men arrive at that point 
of eminence which interefts the public, and awakens ge- 
neral curiofity, that the beginnings of greatnefs pafs unob- 
ferved till they can no longer be diftin&tly feen through the 
blaze of meridian brightnefs. Thus the early events of an 
illuftrious charaéter are generally as obfcure and fabulous as 
the firft years of an ancient and powerfulempire. For bio- 
graphers, notwithftanding the title they aflume, feldom draw 
from the life ; nor till anilluftrious perfonage has been fome 
time deceafed, do enquiry and conjeéture begin to bufy them- 
felves in tracing incidents, defcribing fituations, and delinea- 
ting characters; and hence, by procraftination, the whole be- 
comes little better than a mere fancy piece. 

If it were poflible, however, to know in detail the youthful 
exploits of an Alexander or a Cefar, the firft poetical effu- 
fions of a Homer or a Virgil, the dawnings of reafon in a 
Newton or a Locke, or the primary fermentations and ex- 
panfions of genius ina Handel, they would afford great gra- 
tification to human curifity , which delights in feeing by what 
minute gradations, or gigantic ftrides, men gifted ‘with un- 
common powers begin their journey tothe temple of fame. 
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Monumental Infcriptions in the Church-yard of Littleham, 
in Devonfhire. 


To the Eprror of Tue WeEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 
SI apprehend that it may not be foreign to the defign of 
your ufeful mifcellany to perpetuate thé memory of 
departed worth, I entreat your attention to the following mo- 
numental inf{criptions.—I am aware that to thofe eulogiums 
with which the partiality of furvivors decorate the tombs of 
their deceafed friends, we are not always to refort for juft de- 
lineations of charatter : but I believe a confident appeal may 
be made to thofe who had the beft opportunities of being 
acquainted with the fubjcé&ts of the following fketches, 
whether more than juftice is done to their virtues. 
In the church yard of Littleham, in the county of Devon, 
a handfome monument, ereéted to the memory of the late 
Mr. Eyre, of Exmouth, is thus infcribed :— 


Here reft in hope of a joyful refurre@tion, 
The remains of SAMUEL EYRE, 
Some time fince of Newhoufe, in the county of Wilts, 
And Jate of this.parifh, Efq. 

Who died, aged 66, on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1795. 
Asa Chriftian, he was punétual in difcharging the offices of 
religion, 

As a friend, warm, generous, and difinterefted, 

As a magiftrate, aftive, upright, and humane. 
Impreffed with a deep fenfe of the irreparable lofs the has 
fuftained, 

Margaret Eyre, his affli€ted widow, 

Infcribes this ftone to his memory. 





Another elegant tomb in the fame church-yard, has the 
two following infcriptions :— 
Beneath this ftone are depofited the remains of 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON FOULKES, Efq. 
An aftive and impartial magiftrate of the county,of Wick- 
low, in Ireland. 
Who, having on Chriftian principles, difcharged the duties 
Of hufband, fon, and friend, 
Here refts, in humble hope of meeting his reward in Heaven, 
Obiit 4 June, 1795. 
Mark the perfeé&t man and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace,” 
Here 
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Here alfo li¢s the mortal part of ' 
Miftrefs ELIZABETH DUCARREL, 
Widow of Adrian Colteé Ducarrel, Efq. of the city of 
London, 
And many years refident in this parifh; 
Who, early in life left a widow, in charge of an infant fa- 
mily, 
Confecrated the reft of her days to the performance of this 
duty ; 
And, witha firmnefs fuperior to her fex, 
Paffled through the trying fcenes of life with credit and 
refpea. 
Sincere and liberal, fhe felt for human woe ; 
And as:charity was her leading feature in this life, 
So will it plead her caufe in the aext. 
She met death as a friend, 
February 15, 1796, aged 77. 





Littlcham church is fituated in the neighbourhood of that 
delightful and much frequented village, Exmouth. It was 
during a vifit tothe latter place (after an abfence of five 
years,} that my fleps were involuntarily diref&ted to the in- 
terefting and fequeftered fpot, which contains the preceding 
epitaphs, 


* Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap.” 


While impreffed by the folemnity, and yiclding tothe fen- 

tions fo natural in fuch a fcene, furrounded by the tombs, 
and treading, perhaps, on the afhcs of fome whom I had in- 
timately known in the days of former years, my attention 
was particularly attraéted by the grave of anamiable and !a~ 
mented girl, with whom I had often and fondly affociated in 
thofe hours of “* carelefs childhood,” 


“ When the heart danc’d, and iife was in its fpring,” 


and which are, not without reafon, confidered as the happieft 
of our exiftence. The many virtues which adorned her cha- 
rafter, and which were fo foon configned to the lowly man« 
fion of mortality, have been commemorated in fome elegiac 
lines by one who was well acquainted with her worth. The 
Spot where the refts (under the fhade of a venerable elm,) is 
pointed out by a {mall but neat head-ftone, on the top of 
which is reprefented the ftalk of an opening flower, with i 
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of its buds falling, and furrounded with this motto, “‘ Dropt 
in the bud ;” then follows the infcription— 


MARY ANN LEE, 
Died 
December 18, 1795, aged 18. 

(> The tribute of refpeé& and affeftion to the memory of 
Mils Lee, in the lines juft alluded to, are, I believe, to be 
found in a preceding number of The Weekly Entertainer, 
under the fignature of “* Calliope.” 

I am, Sir, 
Your’s refpeétfully, 
J. &. 

Poole, September 29, 1800. 





Curious Particulars re/petting the Manners and Cuftoms .of 
the Welch. 


[From Bingley’s Tour round North- Wales. ] 


[Here been told of a ftrange cuftom that prevails in fome 
parts of North-Wales, which, no doubt, the clergy ftudy 
to abolith, as muchas lays intheir power. When any perfon 
fuppofes himfelf highly injured, it is not uncommon for him 
to repair to fome church, dedicated to a celebrated faint, as 
Lian Flian, in Anglea, and Clynog, in Caernarvonhhire, and 
there, as itis termed, to offer hisenemy. He kneels downon 
his bare knees in the church, and offering a piece of money 
to the faint, utters the moft virulent imprecations, calling 
down curfes and misfortunes upon the offender and his 
family for generations to come, all which they have a firm 
belief will come to pafs. Sometimes inflead of a church, 
they repair to fome of the facred wells, that are dedicated to 
the faints. Mr. Pennant mentions his being threatened by a 
fellow, who fancied he had been injured by him, “ with the 
vengeance of St. Elian, and a journey to his well, to curfe 
him with effeét.”’ 

Some of thefe wells are in great repute for the cure of 
difeafes, by means of the interceffion of the faint. The 
faints are alfo applied to when any kind of goods are loft, 
and are made the inftruments of recovering them, or of the 
thicf who had flolen them. , 
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Saint George had formerly, in the parifh of Abergeley, in 
Caernarvonfhire, his holy well, at which this Britifh ‘Mars 
had his offering of horfes; for the rich were, at certain times, 
accuftomed to offer one, to fecure his blefling on all the reft. 
Saint George was the tutelar faint of thofe animals; and all 
that were diftempered, were brought to this well, fprinkled 
with the water, and had this blefling beftowed: Rhad Duwa 
Saint Siors arnat; “* the blefling of God and Saint George 
be on thee.” 

Inthe churches, when the name of the Devil occurred, a 
univerfal {pitting ufed formerly to feize the congregation, as 
it in contempt of that evil fpirit; and whenever Judas was 
meationed, they expreffed their abhorrence of him, by f{mi- 
ting their breafts. 

if a F/ynnon Vair, or well of our lady, or any other faint 
was near, the water for baptifm was always brought from 
thence ; and, after the ceremony was over, old women were 
very fond of wafhing their eyes with the water of: the font. 

Upon-Chriftmas day, about three o’clock in the morning, 
moft of the parifhoners affembled in the church, and after 
prayers and a fermon, continued there finging pfalms and 
hymns with great devotion till it was day-light; and if 
through age or infirmity, any were difabled from attending, 
they never failed having prayers at home and carols on our 
Saviour’s nativity. The former part of the cuftom is ftill in 
fonte places preferved, but too often perverted into intem- 
perance. This at of devotion is called pulgen, or the 
crowing of the cock. It has been a general belief among 
the fuperftitious, that inftantly 


** At his warning, 
Whether in fea, on fire, in earth, or air, 
The extravagant and erring {pirit hies 
To his confine.” 





But during the holy feafon, the cock was fuppofed to exert 
his power throughout the night: from which undoubtedly 
originated the Welch word pu/gen, asappliedto this cuftom. 
Accordingly Shakefpear finely defcribes this old opinion : 


** Some fay, that ever ’gainft that feafon comes, 
Wherein ovr Saviour’s birth is celebrated, 

The bird of dawning fingeth all might long: 
Andthen, they fay, no {pirit walks abroad : 

The nights are wholefome: then no planets ftrike: . 
No 
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No fairy takes: no witch hath power to charm, 
So hallow’d, and fo gracious is the time.” 


Their weddings are generally attended with noife and riot, 
being dedicated by the guefts to little elfe than drinking and 
finging. On the appointed day, as many of the neighbours 
and triends as can be colleéted together, attend the couple to 
church, and from thence, after .the ceremony, home 
again. Here a colleétion is made amongft the guefts, to 
defray the expences of the occafion, and frequently to aid in 
eltablifhing the new married couple in the world. At thefe 
times they are often fo extravagant, that many of them have 
jueraily to flarve perhaps for near a month afterwards, ia 
order to make up a fum they thus foolifhly expend; and it 
is from imprudencies of this kind, and the {mallnefs of their 
earnings, that the people are kept fo milerably poor. In 
South Wales, previous to their weddings, a herald with a 
crook, or wand adorned with ribbands, fometimes makes the 
circuit of the neighbourhood, and makes his “ bidding,” 
er invitation in a prefcribed form. But the knight errand 
cavalcade on horfeback—the carrying off the bride—the 
sefcue—the wordy war, in rhyme between the parties, &c. 
which formed a fingular {pettacle of mock conteft at the 
celebration of nuptials, is now almolt, if not altogether laid 
afide, throughout every part of the principality. 

The funerals are allo attended by great crowds of people, 
all the relatives and neighbours of the perfon deceafed being 
invited. The cuftom of the congregation making offerings 
of money, on thefe occafions, is 1 believe peculiar to North 
Wales, and has no doubt been retained from the Roman 
Catholic religion, where money was given for finging mafs, 
for the foul of the deceafed. Itis now only confidered as a 
mark of refpeét paid to the clergyman, for if he is not 
liked, the offerings are made on the’coffin at the door of the 
houfe where the perfon refided, and diftributed among the 
poor relatives. But when they are made in the church, the 
morning or evening fervice for the day is firft read; the 
clergyman reading two prayers for the funcral fervice, and 
then the general thankfgiving, and the reft of the fervice at 
the altar table. When the prayers are concluded, the next 
of kin to the-deceafed, comes forward, and puts down [ix- 
pence or a fhilling, if they are poor; but where they are 
more opulent, half a crown or a crown, and fometimes even 
fo much as a guinea. This example is followed by the 
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that are able, who advance in turns and offer. After the 
offering of filver is ended, there is a fhort paufe, when thofe 
who are not able to afford more, come forward and put down 
eachapenny (a halfpenny not being admitted). The colleétion 
thus made amounts fometimes to ten or fifteen pounds, but 
where the relatives are indigent, to not more than three or 
four fhillings. If the relatives are poor, but particularly 
where a man or woman is feft with a number of children, 
the money is ufually given to them by the clergyman. 
After the colle€tion is entirely finifhed, the remainder of the 
burial fervice is read, and the awful ceremony is clofed. The 
offerings at Lianbublic and Caernarvon are faid, upon an 
average, to amount to feventy-five or eighty pounds a year. 
I have been told, that it is the intention of the clergy of 
North Wales to abolifh this cuftom, if poffible. 

It is ufual tin Caernarvonfhire, and fome other parts of 
North Wales, for the neareft female relative of the deceafed, 
be fhe widow, mother, fifter or daughter, to pay fome poor 
perfon of the fame fex, and nearly of the fame age with the 
deceafed, for procuring flips of yew, box, and other ever- 
greens, to ftrew over and ornament the grave, for fome weeks 
after the interment; and in fome inftances for weeding and 
adorning it on the eves of Eafter, Whitfuntide, and Chrift- 
mas, and fome other particular days, for a year or two 
afterwards. The money is given to the perfon on a plate, 
at the door of the houfe where th® body is ftanding on a 
bier. The gift is called diodlys, for formerly inflead of it 
the perfon ufed to receive from the hand of the female 
relative, a cheefe with a piece of money ftuck in it, and 
fome white bread, and afterwards a cup of drink; but this 
praétice is now entirely difcontinued; the gift, however, 
fill retains its old name. When this ceremony was over, 
the clergyman, or in his abfence, the parith clerk faysthe 
Lord’s prayer, after which they proceed with the corpfe. 
Four of the neareft of kin take the bier upon their fhoulders, 
a cuftom confidered as the higheft refpeé that fihal piety 
can pay to the deceafed. If the diftance from the houfe to 
church is confiderable, they are relieved by fome of the 
congregation, but they again take it, in order to carry it in 
and out of the church. I have been told, that it is ufual in 
fome parts, to fet down the bier at every crofs way, between 
the houfe and the church, and again repeat the Lord’s prayer, 
and to do the fame when they enter the church-yard. They 
generally fing pfalins on the way, by which the fhillnefs of 
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ruftic life is often broke into, in a manner finely produétive 
of religious refieétions. 

In fome places ft was cuftomary for the friends of the 
dead to kneel, and’-fay the Lord’s prayer over the grave for 
feveral Sundays atter the interment, and then to drefs the 
srave with flowers. 

Among the Welch it was reckoned fortunate for the de. 
ceafed,; ‘if it fhould rain while they were carrying him te 
church, ‘that his bier might be wet with the dew of heaven. 





Fhe moft agreeable Woman in the World ! 





(Continued from Page 229.) 


To the EDITOR, 

STR, 

“HE pleafure of complaining is, I believe, never fo great 

as when the difeale is cherifhed, or the caufe of our 
gricfs conititutes a portion of eur pride. The glutton glories 
in his gout; the quarrelfome man in his fcars; and the 
wretch who is ruined by any frivolous or vicious purfuit, 
makes a merit of his poverty and degradation. 1 too feel that 
Ll love and refpeét my wife, though her conduét gives me 
abundant reafon to complain. I fhall continue my narrative 
without any other preface than that which politenefs fuggelts 
-—a word of thanks for your ready infertion of my former 
epiftle. 

We never feel perhaps our own misfortune fo ftrongly as 
when it is contrafled with the good fortune of another. At 
the time of my marriage, a neighbour of mine, an ainiable 
unambitious man, became the hulband of a young lady, who 
had long. been known in the circle I moved in, as a good fort 
of girl, neither pretty nor ugly, tall nor fhort, and who was 
never-known to have aflorded amufement either by her follies 
or ler accomplifhments.to any one of her acquaintance ; 
copfequently, when I married the moft agreeable girl in ‘the 
world, 1 could not help looking with a fort of contemptuous 
pity on my poor friend, who had chofena merely good {ort 
of agul.. True, he had not to pay for the poftage of con- 
gratulatory letters from his wife’s ¢xtenfive acquaintance, 
nor was his honey-moon {pent ina round of vifiting, or Te- 
e2iving company ; but then pride feels no pain, and the moft 
agreeable woman in the world, whofe company every one 
was eager for, was mine for life. His bride, on the —- 
after 
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after receiving or returning the vifits of a few friends and 
acquaintance, quietly declined mixing in- large companies, 
and withdrew from fociety, unmiffed and undefired. Con- 
fequently, as Mrs. Pliant exified in crowded parties only, 
our acquaintance with Mr. and Mrs. Shadelove entirely 
ceafed, till the folitude of my own firefide (for on my return 
from the city I was generally too much fatigued to accom- 
pany my wite to {cenes of diffipation) made me defirous of 
feeking quiet amufement at the houle of my old friend and 
neighbour, and I refolved to renew the intercourfe ,that had 
long been at an énd. 

Accordingly, I called at his door again and again, but for 
fome time the anfwer was, “ My mafter 4s not at home, Sw, 
but my miflre/s. is ; and every time 1 heard the conclufion of 
the fentence I felt an envious pang ;.. and, confcidus at the 
fame time that. 1 had in the pride of my heart, pitied the tafte- 
leffnefs of my friend’s chorce; d now thought he might with 
greater propriety pity the rafhnels of mine, and I felt as if 
I could gladly have exchanged my agrceable for his domeftic 
wife. 

At laft, after repeated trials, Ifound them both at home, and 
was admitted ; when, as I entered the room, I heard a woman 
finging an Englith fong, with @ voice of great {weetnels, and 
in a ftile full. of tafle and expreflion. Very ftrange, 
thought I; this founds like my wite finging ; but on behold- 
ing the charmer, I found it was the wife of my friend !. and 
that, ftranger ftill, fhe was exerting herfelf to pleafe nobody 
but her hufband !!! At fight of me the arofe fromthe inftra- 
ment, and pleaded not being ufed to fing betore company, 
as an excufe for not continuing her fong ; however, I at laft 
prevailed on her to go on, and was forced toown to mytfelf, 
that my neighbour's wife could fing as well as mine, 

Still, being refolved not to mortify myfelf, if I could 
poflibly heip it, I recolleéted, and faid, coxcomb as I was, 
that Mrs.Shadelove fung Englith fongs exceedingly well, but 
that Mrs. Pliant fung Italian. “ So fhould I,” replied Mrs. 
Shadelove, “ and nothing elfe, if I were to follow my own 
inclinations ; but my hudband prefers Englith, therefore 
I never indulge myfelf in finging Italian but when he 1s ab- 
fent;” ** Which,” added Mr. Shadelove, “ you may fup- 
pofe I rarely am, as I have fuch a companion at home, 
anxious for my return.” 

Indeed, Mr. Editor, I am neither an envious nor a malig- 
nant man, yet I doubt that J ‘gazed on this happy couple with 
@ look fimilar to that with which the Devil regarded our firlt 
3 D2 parents ; 
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parents : yet no; I donot think Satan is defcribed as wiping 
a tear from his eye as I did, while 1 turned on my heel, hum. 
ming an operatune. ‘“ It is very extraordinary,” cried I, 
recovering myfelf, “‘ that I fhould not know Mrs. Shade. 
love was fuch a proficient in mufic.” Not at all,”’ replied 
her hufband ; “ the has cultivated it in order to increafe her 
means of amufement at home, not toenable her to fhineabroad. 
She fings well enough to pleafe her hufband, and I believe 
that is all fhe defires.”’ 

“ Aftonifhing !” muttered I, turning a look of refpeéful 
admiration on the woman I had before confidered as a dull, 
uninterefting creature, and methought fhe was now as lovely 
as fhe was amiable —** aftonifhing ! fuch talent joined to fuch 
modefty !| O Shadelove! you area happy man! how I envy 
you!’ “ Pho! now you joke,” cried he, in atone of in- 
credulity ; “* you envy me! you, who are allowed to be 
married tothe moft agreeable woman in the world!’ Atthe 
found of this phrafe, which had fo fatally milled me in my 
choice of a wife, I flarted from my feat, paced the room in 
an agony, and recolletting myfelf, looked filly, and fat down 
again; then gave another turn tothe converfation, as {peedily 
as I pofhibly could. 

Mrs. Shadelove now feated herfelf, and took up her work, 
the coarfenefs of which attraéted my attention, for 1 was ac- 
cuftomed to fee none but fine works at home ; and I atked 
what fhe was making ? “* Baby linen for fome poor women,” 
fhe replied ; “ I ufually employ myfelf in this way in an 
evening, after my own tamily-work is done.” 

“* [| fuppofe, then, you cannot make bafkets, boxes, and 
flowers, and thofe jort of things ; nor paint tables, fkreens, 
&c, for prefents to your acquaintance.’ “* I cannot ima- 
gine what you mean,” replied the, laughing, “* by atking 
me fo jtrange a queltion. I learnt to do all thefe things at 
ichool; but my acquaintances are few, and thofe few can 
afford to buy ornamental furniture of this kind much better 
than I to make them ; and for me, who keep no drefs com- 
pany, fuch things would be ufelefs.” 

Mr. Editor, | muf own to you, I took another hafty walk 
round the room ; for as nobody paints, makes, or ornaments 
tables, fkreens, bafkets, trees, &c. fo well as my wife, all the 
time {he defigns to ipend at home is pafled in making a box 
for one lady, painting a fkreen for another, ormamenting a 
table for a turd, while I am forced to pay for the making the 
plain-work out of the houfe; and if I Want a purfe netted, 
or garters knitted for myfelf, the reply is, ‘* Not yet, Mr. 
Pliant ; 
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Pliant ; I can’t make them yet, becaufe I have promifed Lady 
this, or Mrs. that, to get her bafket, or her fkreen, done againft 
her next party ; and I cannot difappoint her on any ac- 
count.” Alas! no; fhe ventures to difappoint no one but 
me; and it matters not what I fuffer, provided fhe retains her 
chara€ter of the moft agreeable woman in the world. 

While Mrs. Shadelove,on the contrary —Pthaw ! why need 
Ipoint out the difference? Suffice that,as I am, I truft, anho- 
nourable and pious man, I ab{ftain from going to my friend’s 
houfe, left I fhould break a commandment, and covet my 
neighbour’s wife. ‘Thus am I deprived of the refuge I had 
found out from the often irkfome folitude of my own houfe, 
to which ] return after the fatigues of bufinefs, and in the 
focial comforts of which I hoped to find an ample reward 
for the labours of the day :—But, O fad reverfe of my ex- 
peftations ! no anxious and afleétionate wife is there to wel- 
come my retutn ; and my only alternative is to follow her to 
the {cenes of diflipation, with an aching head, worn out 
{pirits, and a difquiet heart, or doze over a book till athunder- 
ing rap at the door announces Mrs. Pliant, and diforders my 
whole trame, juft as I have forgotten her and my difappoint- 
ment in a found fleep. Tobe fure,in this great world, thereare 
other refources for a man negletied by his wife—but, as I faid 
before, 1 am a moral and a pious man; and, at prefent, 
I neither frequent coffee-houfes, gaming-tables, nor keep a 
miftrefs : but my provocations are many; and I can only 
pray: not to be led into temptation. 

Yet, after all, Mr. Editor, Mrs. Pliant is a moft fafcinating 
creature ; and when fhe defigns to make me feel her power, 
all my refentment vanifhes, and even Mrs. Shadelove is 
forgotten. A few weeks ago, to my great furprife, fhe ree 
luled of her own accord two invitations, and ftaid quietly at 
home with me. Conceive my furprife and delight ! and how 
tumultuous my felicuy became, when, inflead of yawning 
and reading novels, as fhe did when the ftaid at home before, 
the fat down to the inftrument, fung unafked all my favourite 
fongs; read to me unafked my favourite poems; began to 
net me a purfe of my favourite colours ; and ieemed, in 
fhort, as if {he only lived to pleafe me! 1 believe, had this 
condutt lafted, I fhould have been a bankrupt ; for I was in- 
capable of tranfaéting bufinefs, in fo deliriousa flate had this 
change in my wife’s condu€ put my fpirits. I walked about 
"Change like a lunatic; and caught myfelf repeating, ina 
loud voice, feveral times—* fhe certainly is the moft agrees 
able woman in the world!” and I hurried home before half 
my 
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my bufinefs was over, that I might enjoy as much as { 
poflibly could of a happinefs which I felt was too great to 
Jait:—O! the engaging creaiure!—all my pet refemments 
were forgotien. I afked myfelf whether I had ever been 
unhappy ? The moft agreeable woman in the world -was 
exerting all hertalents to’ entertain me !-—the fung, ‘played, 
danced, recited, and WA? ncked—y es, Mir. Editor, with fhame 
I confefs it, fhe even mimicked Mrs. Shadclove, and I—yes, 
E laughed! She imitated a flight hefitation in that admirable 
woman’s fpeech, and her aukward ‘manner of entering-a 
room with fo ludicrous, and at the fame time fo jufi-a pencil, 
that again the hufband became the objcét of my tomemp. 
teous pride, and I was bafe enowgh to'owa the wife an un 
polifhed dowdy! My confcience has given me many fevere 
twitches fince; efpecially when I found ‘that all this love of 
domefiic quiet, this ftudy of and gratification of my taftes 
and wifhes, was allamed merely to makewme {till more devo- 
tedly her (lave, and prepare my mind to allow her to leave me 
to join aparty going to {pend four months at Brighton. 

Well, Mr. Editor, I confented, and the went; but with 
her returned not the love of home, the accommodation to 
my withes that preceded her departure, nor will they, I dare 
fay, make their appearance again till the time for going 
to watering-places returns. "Thus am I a moft miferable 
hufband, though Tam married to the moft agreeable woman 
in the world: but I have two chances for domettic happi- 
nefs flilleft me; and fometimes I pleafe myfelf with the 
thougit that one of them at lealt mul fucceed. 

The firfiis, that my wife reads your Entertainer, and as the 
hos great quicknefs Of apprehention, Lam fure fhe will recog- 
mife herfelf in the character of Mrs. Phant; and as fhe alfo 
has fenfibility, Iam in hopes the piéture I have drawn of 
ty fufferings and difappointments will produce a falatary 
and Jafline contrition in her heart, and a change in ber con- 
duét. Want of proper reflection, not of feeling, feems the 
fource of her evrors: for once, when I was for a few days 
thought in danger of dying by my phyfician, I faw her 
overwhelmed with affliction, and fhedding tears which feemed 
to [pring from the buternels of felf-reproach and awakened 
felf-examination, as much as from tendernefs. But perhaps 
I flatter myfelf, and that this chance is a vain one: well, 
} ther is not. Ie isthis, Mr. Editor :- the 1s 
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in her conduét be her choice or not, on this change in her 
fituation, it may poflbly be her neceility; and either way 
| hall be benefited. Mr. Editor, from all I have faid, you 
will know I ama very tender huiband; yet, upon my ho- 
nour, 1 cannot help wifhing, that my wife’s approaching con- 
Sooment may injure her voice fo muchas to make her inca- 
pable of finging to any one but me; ‘that it may weaken her 
fight fo much, that the ¢card-playing may be pronounced 
wholly unproper for her ; that it may occafion atendency to ' 
apain in the back, which dancing will unavoidably bring 
on; and an tritability of nerves inconfiftent with the excr- 
tions requifice in an actrels. 

Mr. Editor, I anticipate my wife’s aflonifhment and 
indignation at reading the wilh exprefled in the abovemen- 
tioned paragraph, and bear her exclaim agatnit meas a brutal, 
unfeeling wretch.—But, I would have her know, that the 
hufband is a good, an affectionate, and a confcientious huf- 
band, who withes to fee his wife forced into a fulfilment of 
her duties, even by means mortifying to her vanity, and 
painful to her fenfations. She, perhaps, may fuppole that 
aiher perfon and reputation are both tree from ftain, the is 
luficientiy attentive to the main duty of a wife. But I 
would have her learn, that the married woman, who lives 
ealy ina crowd, and who prefers the idle homage of a flat. 
tering and giddy multitude to the tender heart-felt praife of 
agratetul and affeftionate hulband, commits an adultery of 
the mind, {carcely more pardonable than that of the perfon ; ; 
and that the appellation of an excellent wife, is a prize fat 
more worth ftriving for than that of the mojt agreeable wo. 
man ix ike world, 

Mrs, P itant is judt returned from feeing the new Panorama, 
the beauties of it; 
ifeate mult be !—Sh e 


{tay at home all the 


reprefenting Ramfzate. She 
and fays, what a charming place 





1s not going out to day, and me 
week, She has brought home fome new. foags to fing to me, 
which fhe is fure I fhali like, as they are quite in my ftyle. And 
the has taken up the purfe again which the began lait year— 
and fhe is fo lively and entertaining, and I aim fo havpy! I 
know this happinefs will not laft; but at prefent I—O! Mixa 
Editor, let me haften to conclude, and fend away th 
while my head is not quite turned by the wiles of this Circe; 
for, indeed, there is no doubt of her being the moft agree. 
able woman in the world.—I 1:emain, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 


PAUL PLIANT. 


11S lette 
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P.S. Iunclofe my letter to fay, that I have confented to 
my wife’s joining a party to Ramigate. Mem. Tobe fure 
to fend your Entertainer after her, if you infert this letter. 








Anecdote of the Archbifhops Tillotfon and Sancroft, 


ib 1694 the church of England fuftained a great lofs in 
the fudden death of its metropolitan, Archbithop Tillot. 
fon, a prelate who, in a very difficult and critical dituation, 
had conduéted himfelf with great wifdom, temper, and mo. 
deration. He hada clear head, with a tender and compaf. 
fionate heart, and hike his celebrated predeceffor, Cranmer, 
was a faithful and zealous friend, but a gentle, generous, and 
placable adverfary. He was fucceeded in his high office by 
Dr. Tennifon, Bifhop of Lincoln, a man highly refpeétable 
for underflanding, piety, and candour. Sancroft, the de. 
prived metropolitan, had died fome months before Tillotfon, 
greater in his village retirement of Scanding, than on his 
archiepifcopal throne; which he appeared, in the times in 
which he lived but ill qualitied to fill. Though ke could 
never con{cientioufly take the oaths tothe new government, 
he difcovered nothing of a faétious or feditious fpirit, and 
abftained trom whatever had a tendency to violate the 
public peace. In a conference, which during his laft ill- 
nefs, we are told he held with one of his confirming chap- 
lains, it feems evident that he died in charity with all men. 

You and I,” faid the dying prelate, “ have gone different 
ways in thefe late affairs; but I truft Heaven’s gates are 
wide enough to receive us both. What I have done I hav 
done in the integrity of my heart; indeed in the great in- 
tegrity of my heart.” 








REFLECTIONS. 


T is a foleci{m in f{peech to fay we have a fortune, unlels 
we have a capacity to enjoy it; or that we poffels a {ufli- 
ciency, if we can {pend it. 

Be brief in converfation ; be fpirited likewife. Sir Ri- 
chard Steele recommends the ufe of a mathematical fieve, to 
fife all fuperfluities froin difcourfe and writing. 

Induflry is often imitated, Doing what ought not to be 
done, or doing what ought to be done, precipitately, cannot 
be called indultry ;-it is only the aftive jiate of floth. 7 
9 
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The EDUCATION of a COW. 


Gentleman riding near his own houfe, in Ireland, faw a 
cow’s head and fore feet appear at the top of a ditch, 
through a gap in the hedge by the road’s fide; at the fame 
time he heard a voice’ alternately threatening and encou- 
raging the cow. The gentleman rode up clofer to the {cene 
of a€tion, and he faw a boy’s head appear behind the cow. 
“ My good boy,” faid he “ that’s a finecow.” “© Oh faith! 
that fhe is,” replied the boy, “ and I'am ¢eaching her to get 
her own living.” The gentleman afterwards found that a 
cow’s adroitnefs in jumping acrofs ditches and getting 
through fences was termed getting her own living, As foon 
as a cow’s education is finifhed, fhe may be fent loofe into the 
world to provide for herfelf, turned to graze in the poorett paf- 
ture, fhe will be able and willing to live on the fat of the land. 





Anfwer, by F. M. Fun. of Poole, to 7. B. M.’s Rebus, za- 
Jerted July 28, 


your rebus, Sir, to me at fight 
Appear’d a little queer ; 
POOLE is the town, if I am right, 
You mean in Dorfethhire. 

*x* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway volunteers ; 
Serjeant Afh, of the Exminiter Volunteers; J. Ball, jun. 
and N. Knott, of Taunton; R. Andrews, and J. King, of 
Kingfbridge; G. England, of Uplyme; William Brock, of 
Evercreech; R. Champion, near Caftle Cary; J. R. Toul- 
min; and Philom. of Teingmouth. 





A CHARADE, by E. Sherman, of Cornwood. 


Y firft good land in plenty moft doth yield, 
According to the goodnefs of the field; 
And of the creatures that the fame produce, 
Tis fent and made on purpofe for our ufe. 
If you’d my fecond find, I do declare, 
Go to the fea, you’ll furely find it there. 
My whole on tables moftly may be feen, 
At meal times fet before the King and Queen. 
And I will lay with you one fingle fous, 
That you have got me now in your own houfe. 


Vor. XXXVI. 3 E A QUES- 
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)UESTION, by W.W, of Dunfler, 


t :ack in lore, fuch quacks there are 
quent make the vulgar ftale; 
But take tins .or a ftanding rule, 
They’re often turn’d to ridicule. 
Ason->l {pent (‘tis not long back) 
An hour ~, with plumber Jack, 
He talk’do ©, in terms of art, 


And fome there were that thought him fmart, 
In pipes or engines he weil knew 

No one alive could him outdo. 

*Bout cafting of the melted ore 

He made the room to roar and roar. 

Quite fpent in boafting of himfelf 

He fat in filence like an elf, 


Old Peter Treadwell then arofe, 
And to poor Jack did thts propofe, 
To make a ciflern, content below, 
Together with its thicknefs too. 

Its weight in pounds exaét to be 
Three hundred fifty to a T. 


This nettled Jack, and made him fwear, 
That he could do it to a hair. 
To work he went, and in fhort time 
He made one in content to chime. 
But when he weigh’d the du€tile ore 
He found its weight near mincteen {core, 
Again he try’d to make all right, 
But flillin vain: Alas! poor wight ! 
He now declares his efforts vain ; 
Old Treadwell laughs, and fays the fame. 


Ye gents. that know Fluxonia’s art, 
The three dimenfions pray impart, 
And Jack will treat with all his heart. 


Content, 100 Winchefler bufhels; thicknefs of the fheet 
lead) one twentieth of aninch; the weight of a folid inch of 
jead, 6,553,885 ounces, and the fuperficia) internal area to 
be a minimum—in which cafe it will weigh the above num. 
ber of pounds, 


POETRY. 
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TO THE WILD BROOK. 


NHEEDED emblem of the mind! 
When weeping twilight’s fhadows clole, 

I wander where thy mazes wind, 

And watch thy current as it flows : 

Now dimpling, filent, calm, and even; 

Now brawling as in anger driven; 

Now rufll’d, foaming, madly wild, , 

Like the vex’d fenfe of forrow’s helplefs child, 


Befide thy furface now I fee, 

Refle&ed in thy placid breaft, 
Flufh’dfummer’s painted progeny 

In {miles and {weets redundant dreft 3 
They flaunt their forms of varying dye, 
To greet thee, as thou paffeft by ; 
And bending fip thy ample wave, 
And in its lucid Japfe their bofoms lave. 


While on thy tranquil breaft appears, 
No freezing gale, no paffing ftorm, 
The fan-beam’s vivid luftre cheets, 
And feems thy filv’ry bed to warm: 
Tee thronging birds, with am’rous play, 
Sweep with their wings thy glitt’ring way ; 
And o’er thy banks fond zephyr blows, 
To drefs with fweets the fmalleft flow’r that grows, 


But when deflroying blafts arife, 
And clouds o’cthade thy with’ring bounds, 
When fwift the eddy ing foliage flies, 
And Joud the ruthlefs torrent founds ; 
Thy dimpling charms are feen no more, 
Thy minftrel’s caroll’d praife is o’er ; 
While not a flow’ ret, funny-drefl, 
Courts the chill’d current of thy alter’d breaft, 


Such is the human mind! ferene 
When fortune’s glowing hour appears ; 
And lovely as thy margin green, 
Are buds of hope, which fancy rears; 
Then adulation, hke the flow’r, 
Bends, as it greets us on our way ; 
But, in the dark and flormy hour, 
Leaves us, unmark’d, to trace ourtroubled way ! 


LAURA MARIA. 


A 799. 
ugufl 3, 1799 Tie 
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The VILLAGE CHURCH. 
{From Dr. James Hurdis’s Favourite Village. ]} 


SAY: ancient edifice, thy felf with years 
) Grown grey, how long upon the hill has flood 
Thy weather-braving tower, and filent mark’d 

The human leaf in conftant bud and fall? 

The generations of deciduous man, 

How often haft thou feen them pals away ? 

How often has thy flill furrounding {ward 

Yawn’d for the fathers of the soled vale, 

And clos’d upon them all! Thy during fane, 
How often has it fhed the dew of grace 

On the mute infant, and receiv’d him foon 

A coffin’d elder, filver lock’d with age ? 

Oh tell me, reverend ftru@ure, what events 

Of awful import on the tide of time 

Have floated by thee, as the bubble vain ? 

What armies on that diftant hill engag’d, 

To leave thofe {cars of war upon its brow ? 

What blood was fhed and why, and where fleep now 
The wrathful combatants of either hoft? 

Saws’ft thou the hill its hungry entrails ope 

To {wallow the pale dead, which reafon deems 
Beneath the flill {ward flumber of yon mounts ? 
Princes and peoples (wouldft thou make report) 
Anmies and ficets, haft thou {een pafs away 
Tranfient as vapour, and in thy efteem 

All things are yefterday and recent change. 

Speak, thou fage preacher, and to make me wife, 
Tell butthat ancient fecret, where fleeps now 

He, who thy aifles defign’d, or they who built? 

** Deep, deep in earth—nor fhall thy life fuffice 

** The mingled generations to remove, 

** Whole bones and afhes have envelop’d their’s, 

** Thefe my profound and monitory bell 

** Allto their fiill graves fummon’d, as it calls 

** Now to his narrow, everlafting couch, 

** Yon village’s departed! Afk no more ! 
** Ere long 1 toll for thee! Away—Prepare 





















SONNET ow DELIA. 


H! once I thought this bofom that fo much 
Had throbb’d with varied pangs, at length waft fleel’d 

By fullen apathy, nor more would yicld 
‘To fenfibility’s impreffive touch. 
But when thy melting glance my foul return’d, 
Tumualtuous heav’d griet’s agonizing fight, 
Unbidden tears then ftarted in my eyes, 
And love, foft tyrant, his loft power refum’d. 
Bat yet thofe woes with which my foul is fraught 
I fearce regret; now {well within my mind 
‘Thofe fympathies that glow for human kind ; 
Which erft thy charms mild beaming radiance taught : 
Then let philanthrophy with love combine, 4 
And round my throbbing heart ia focial wreaths entwine. 


ORLANDO. 
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